
 
Sunday, December 11, 2016 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

Mass Schedule  

  Umbarger Happy 

Mon, Dec 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe No Mass 7 PM - Deceased Loved Ones of 
Holy Family Parish 

Tue, Dec 13 St. Lucy No Mass No Mass 

Wed, Dec 14 St. John of the Cross 8 AM - Dennis & Marcella Brandt No Mass 

Thu, Dec 15  8 AM + August Hesse III 6 PM - Penance Service 

Fri, Dec 16  8 AM - Deceased Loved Ones of 
Holy Family Parish 

No Mass 

Sat, Dec 17  5 PM - Mary Virginia Schwind No Mass 

Sun, Dec 18 4th Sunday of Advent 8:30 AM - Parish Family 11:15 AM - Parish Family 

 



 
Sunday, December 11, 2016 3rd Sunday of Advent 

ST. MARY’S 
  

Date Lector Servers Eucharistic Ministers Gifts 

Sat, Dec 17 

 
Rick Auckerman 

 
Volunteers 

Mary Reinart 
Kathy Wieck 

Volunteer 
 

 
Volunteers 

Sun,Dec 18 

 
Tim Steffens 

Kelley Wegman  
Matthew Steffens 

Simon Snead 
 

Denise Schenk 
Kevin Schenk 
Harold Artho 

 
Volunteers 

 

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1st Sunday at 10 AM 
Anointing of the Sick: 2nd weekend after mass 
Question and Answers w/ Fr Christopher:  

2nd Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the hall 
CYO 4th Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall 

  
CYO Anyone in grades 7th - 12th is welcome to 
join St. Mary's Catholic Youth Organization.  If 
you have any questions, feel free to contact 
Brandon or Tina Finke @ 806-683-7777 (text or 
call) or by email finkes5@sbcglobal.net

 
Parish Finances December 4 
Regular Collection: $2,347 
Children’s Collection: $16 

 
Food Drive The Christian Mothers are 
sponsoring a food drive to benefit the Buff-A 
food pantry at the Catholic Student Center. The 
food pantry is especially in need of canned 
protein or other non-perishable “main dish” 
items. Other items that are appreciated are toilet 
paper, bars of soap, and shampoo. Items can 
be dropped off in the narthex or the parish hall.

 
Christmas Decorations We will be decorating 
the church for Christmas next Sunday after 
adoration. So that the Christmas tree will 
respresent of the entire parish family, each 
family is invited to bring an ornament to place 
on the tree. 

Weekly Bible Study, Apologetics and Social 
Group is back. We meet at the Dorsey’s home 
on Thursdays at 7pm. 23360 Brown Rd, Canyon, 
806.656.0766. 

 
Christmas Pageant will be performed on 
December 11th. We will start at 6:30pm with a 
potluck supper followed by the performance. The 
entire parish is invited! Please plan on joining us 
for food and fellowship. The children do a great 
job performing the Pageant.  

 
We are currently looking for someone to lead a 
meal ministry in our Parish. We would like to 
provide meals to families during critical times like 
the  loss of a loved one, birth of a baby, adoption 
of children, illness, etc.  This person would 
organize meals with the help of an easy to use 
app. The app lets the family list any food 
allergies, shows a history of what meals the 
family has received, and sends reminders to 
people that signed up to take food. The app 
allows the chairperson to facilitate meals, even if 
they are traveling or out of town. If you would like 
to know more, or are interested, please talk to Fr 
Christopher or contact Lana Bracken at 
806.640.4672.  
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
 

Gaudete  Week 
Our week begins with “Gaudete Sunday.” Gaudete 
means “rejoice” in Latin.  It comes from the first word of 
the Entrance antiphon on Sunday.  The spirit of joy that 
begins this week comes from the words of Paul, “The 
Lord is near.”  This joyful spirit is marked by the third 
candle of our Advent wreath, which is rose colored, and 
the rose colored vestments often used at the Eucharist. 
The second part of Advent begins on December 17th 
each year - this year, in 2015, it is Thursday of the Third 
Week of Advent.  For the last eight days before 
Christmas, the plan of the readings changes.  The first 
readings are still from the prophesies, but now the 
gospels are from the infancy narratives of Matthew and 
Luke.  We read the stories of faithful women and men 
who prepared the way for our salvation.  We enter into 
the story of how Jesus' life began.  These stories are 
filled with hints of what his life will mean for us.  Faith 
and generosity overcome impossibility.  Poverty and 
persecution reveal glory. 

Preparing our Hearts and asking for Grace 
We prepare this week by feeling the joy.  We move 
through this week feeling a part of the waiting world that 
rejoices because our longing has prepared us to believe 
the reign of God is close at hand.  And so we 
consciously ask: Prepare our hearts  and remove the 
sadness  that hinders us from feeling  the joy and hope 
which his presence  will bestow. 

Each morning this week, in that brief moment we are 
becoming accustomed to, we want to light a third  inner 
candle.  Three candles, going from expectation, to 
longing, to joy.  They represent our inner preparation, or 
inner perspective .  In this world of “conflict and division,” 
“greed and lust for power,” we begin each day this week 
with a sense of liberating joy.  Perhaps we can pause, 
breathe deeply and say, “My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord,  my spirit rejoices in God my 
savior.” 

Each day this week, we will continue to go through our 
everyday life, but we will experience the difference our 
faith can bring to it.  We are confident that the grace we 
ask for will be given us.  We will encounter sin - in our 
own hearts and in our experience of the sin of the world. 
We can pause in those moments, and feel the joy of the 
words, “You are to name him Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 

We may experience the Light shining into dark places of our 
lives and showing us patterns of sinfulness, and inviting us to 
experience God's mercy and healing.  Perhaps we wish to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconcilation this week.  We may 
want to make gestures of reconcilation with a loved one, 
relative, friend or associate.  With more light and joy, it is 
easier to say, “I'm sorry; let's begin again.” 

Each night this week we want to pause in gratitude.  Whatever 
the day has brought, no matter how busy it has been, we can 
stop, before we fall asleep, to give thanks for a little more light, 
a little more freedom to walk by that light, in joy. 

Our celebration of the coming of our Savior in history, is 
opening us up to experience his coming to us this year, and 
preparing us to await his coming in Glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus.  Come and visit your people. We await 
your coming.  Come, O Lord.

Parish Finances November 13 

Regular Collection: $683 
Tamale Sale: $1,661

 

 
Tamale Sale 

The tamales sale was a great success! If you still 
have receipts for items purchased or money for 
tamales please give the to Fr. Christopher as soon 
as possible so we can determine the final totals for 
the sale. 

La venta de tamales fue un gran éxito! Si todavía 
tiene recibos por artículos comprados o dinero por 
tamales, por favor déle a Fr. Christopher tan 
pronto como sea posible para que podamos 
determinar los totales finales para la venta. 
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin Deadline: 
Thursday @ noon. For St Mary’s please contact 
Lana Bracken cell: 806.640.4672; email: 
LanaSueBracken@gmail.com. For Holy Name 
of Jesus please contact Fr. Christopher 
s.c.schwind@gmail.com

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. 
Christopher at least 1 month in advance for 
baptisms and 6 months advance for weddings. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Umbarger: Saturdays at 4:30 pm and Sundays 
at 8:00 am or by appointment. Happy: Sundays 
at 10:45 a.m. and Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by 
appointment. 

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please 
contact Fr. Christopher or Debbie Batenhorst at 
least 3 months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS please call Fr 
Christopher or leave the intention in the 
collection basket.

 
Please pray for all the sick in our parishes 

ST. MARY’S: Mark Handing, Aline Stocker,      
Mary Kolac, Gene Schenk, John Wilson, Bill       
Stocker, Kyle Henderson, Donna Kuhnert, Jose      
Sanchez, Ashlee Trevino (Jose’s & Ali’s      
granddaughter), Audree Rose Gomez (Jeff &      
Faunette Stocker’s granddaughter), Patsy    
Huseman, Mike Smith, Oscar Olvera, Collier      
Friemel, Marcella Brandt, Tuffy Schenk, Vince      
Meyer, Lusi Ortiz (Cheile Ortiz’s sister), Severo       
Gomez 

HOLY NAME OF JESUS: Alice Saenz, Earimo,       
Elijah 

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at 
home and at your own pace with the Home 
Study Course from NFP International, 
www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes Ecological 
Breastfeeding (it really can  space babies), a 
double-check system of fertility awareness, and 
Catholic teaching that’s easy to understand. 
Work with a live instructor by email.  Completion 
certificate.  Only $70. 

 
Year of Mercy  

There is no better way to end the Year of Mercy than 
to say yes to being a team member on a Kolbe 
Retreat. (Version of ACTS in Prison)  

Two Kolbe Prison Retreats have been schedule for 
next year of 2017. The first one, God willing, will be 
held at the Clements Unit on January 26-28, of 2017 
and the 2nd one has been schedule for March 23rd 
to March 25th at the Neal Unit.  

The first retreat held at the Clements Unit will be 
directed by the Hill Country Kolbe Retreat Prison 
Ministries from the Archdiocese of San Antonio. 
These men, are all KC and ACTS team members. 
The Director for our first Kolbe Retreat will be Jeremy 
Itz assisted by Larry Reeh. 

The Kolbe Retreats were adapted from the ACTS 
Retreats and from what I hear are pretty similar to 
the Acts Retreats and directed by ACTS directors.  

We are inviting and asking for the support of 30 men 
(Volunteers) from the ACTS Community, KC, and 
Cursillo Community to make this retreats possible.  

If willing to volunteer please get in contact with: 

Deacon Blaine Westlake: Pastoral Center: 
806-383-2243, Deacon Jesus (Jessie) 
Guerrero-Home: 806-364-8432-Cell: 806-346-1502 
Deacon Andres (Andy) GonzalesCell: 806-463-0262 
Tino Frausto IICell: 806-220-6049 
Kent HoeltingCell: 806-679-1725 

 

http://www.nfpandmore.org/
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Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the scripture passage again, followed by 
this re�ection:
How does this passage connect with the experience of 
your daily life? 
Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for 
another? What am I looking for in life? How can I 
turn my attention and e�ort to seeking the Lord more 
wholeheartedly? 
Go and tell . . . what you hear and see. Whose witness 
helps me grow in my faith? Why? How can I share 
the Good News of God�s love and mercy with those 
I meet? 
What did you go out to the desert to see? Where do I 
go to be in the presence of God? How do I encounter 
Christ in my daily life?

Prayer (Oratio)
Read the scripture passage one more time. Bring to the 
Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that the Word 
inspires in you.
A�er all have had a chance to make their prayer, all 
recite the Lord�s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:
�us says the L���: 

Observe what is right, do what is just; 
  for my salvation is about to come, 
  my justice, about to be revealed. 

(Isaiah 56:1)
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Lectio Divina para la  
Tercera Semana de Adviento

Empecemos nuestra oración:

En el nombre del Padre, y del Hijo, y del Espíritu 
Santo. Amen.

Que tu gracia, Señor, 
nos disponga y nos acompañe siempre 
a fin de que la venida de tu Hijo, 
que esperamos con ardiente deseo, 
nos ayude para la vida presente y la vida 

futura. 
Por nuestro Señor Jesucristo. 
Amén.

(Oración Colecta de Viernes de la Tercera 
Semana del Adviento)

Lectura (Lectio)
Lee la siguiente Escritura dos o tres veces.
Mateo 11:2-11

En aquel tiempo, Juan se encontraba en la 
cárcel, y habiendo oído hablar de las obras 
de Cristo, le mandó preguntar por medio 
de dos discípulos: “¿Eres tú el que ha de 
venir o tenemos que esperar a otro?”

Jesús les respondió: “Vayan a contar a Juan 
lo que están viendo y oyendo: los ciegos 
ven, los cojos andan, los leprosos quedan 
limpios de la lepra, los sordos oyen, los 
muertos resucitan y a los pobres se les 
anuncia el Evangelio. Dichoso aquel que no 
se sienta defraudado por mí”.

Cuando se fueron los discípulos, Jesús se 
puso a hablar a la gente acerca de Juan: 
“¿Qué fueron ustedes a ver en el desierto? 
¿Una caña sacudida por el viento? No. Pues 
entonces, ¿qué fueron a ver? ¿A un hombre 
lujosamente vestido? No, ya que los que 
visten con lujo habitan en los palacios. ¿A 
qué fueron, pues? ¿A ver a un profeta? Sí, 
yo se lo aseguro; y a uno que es todavía 
más que profeta. Porque de él está escrito: 
He aquí que yo envío a mi mensajero 
para que vaya delante de ti y te prepare el 
camino. Yo les aseguro que no ha surgido 
entre los hijos de una mujer ninguno más 
grande que Juan el Bautista. Sin embargo, 
el más pequeño en el Reino de los cielos, es 
todavía más grande que él”.

Meditación (Meditatio)
Después de la lectura, toma unos momentos para 
reflexionar en silencio acerca de una o más de las 
siguientes preguntas:

• ¿Cuál palabra o palabras en este pasaje captaron 
tu atención?

• ¿Qué parte en este pasaje te consoló?
• ¿Qué parte en este pasaje te desafió?

Si practicas la lectio divina como familia o en un grupo, 
luego del tiempo de reflexión, invita a los participantes a 
compartir sus respuestas.
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Contemplación (Contemplatio)
Lee nuevamente el pasaje de la Escritura, seguida de 
esta reflexión:
¿De qué manera se relaciona este pasaje con la experi-
encia de tu vida diaria? 
¿Eres tú el que ha de venir o tenemos que esperar a otro? 
¿Qué es lo que busco en la vida? ¿Qué puedo hacer 
para dirigir mi atención y mis esfuerzos para buscar al 
Señor con todo mi corazón? 
Vayan a contar . . . lo que están viendo y oyendo.  ¿El 
testimonio de quién es el que me ayuda a crecer en 
mi fe? ¿Por qué? ¿Cómo puedo compartir la buena 
nueva del amor y la misericordia de Dios con aquellos 
que conozco?
¿Qué fueron ustedes a ver en el desierto? ¿Adónde voy 
para estar en la presencia de Dios? ¿Cómo puedo 
encontrar a Cristo en mi vida cotidiana?

Oración (Oratio)
Lee el pasaje de la Escritura una vez más. Dale al Señor 
la alabanza, petición y acción de gracias que la Palabra 
te ha inspirado.
Después que todos hayan tenido la oportunidad de 
hacer su oración, recen juntos la Oración del Señor y 
la siguiente:

Oración final:
Esto dice el Señor:
“Velen por los derechos de los demás,
practiquen la justicia,
porque mi salvación está a punto de llegar
y mi justicia a punto de manifestarse”. 

(Isaías 56:1)


